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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 Introduction

Historically, the Harrison Avenue and
Springfield Avenue served Winnebago
County as minor arierial roadways sur-
rounded by mostly agricultural land with
some development at key intersections.
Today, with the newly constructed exten-
sion, the Springfield Avenue Corridor is
capable of becoming a major arterial road. |
With an increase in capacity and access,
the Corridor will influence and have the
ability to accommodate other land uses
such as additional housing, commercial
and public facilities.

The purpose of this study is to investigate
opportunities for the Springfield Avenue
Corridor (previously the Springfield/Harri-
son Avenue extension) and provide viable
recommendations for the Corndor.

The study is divided into six sections; 1)
providing an overview of the site condi-
tions, 2) identifying community goals and
objectives, 3) identifying Corridor access points, 4) development of future land uses, 5) Corridor beau-
tification initiatives, and 6) protection of natural features and open spaces. Within the study, the Future
Land Use Plan for the Corridor is divided further into three sections, providing details for the conceptual
context of each area along the Corridor.

Image1: Context Map

1.2  Inventory of Existing Conditions

An inventory and analysis of existing conditions were developed during the initial stages of the study.
This information was compiled from both on-site visits and existing data prepared by the County of Win-
nebago and the City of Rockford. The Rockford Public Works department and Rockford Park District
also provided resources which identified existing public facilities, and utility infrastructure.

1.3 Goals and Objectives

Goals and Objectives were important steps in the planning process. This section provides broad value
statements and represents the end desires of the community. Goals for the proposal were developed
through community meetings and interviews with the County committee members. Objectives were
further developed as a quantifiable means to achieve the established goals. Innovative planning phi-
losophies also influenced the final goals and objectives within this report.
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1.4 Corridor Access Study

This section provides an analysis and resolution of Corridor access points along the Springfield Avenue
Corridor. The need for access along this major arterial was an important element. Determination of
appropriate access points along the Corridor represented a balance between the desire to increase
development opportunities and the need to efficiently move traffic through the Corridor.

The study incorporates a report prepared a traffic engineer consultant firm, R.H. Anderson Associates.
The proposed access points (as shown in Exhibit #6) are a reflection of the anticipated and existing
land use plan. In order to evaluate the needs along the Corridor, meetings were conducted with City
and County staff to obtain as-built roadway plans and solicit input into the planning process. From the
data collected and from the analysis of the existing and proposed land use plan, several guiding princi-
pals were established and incorporated into the final recommendations.

1.5 Future Land Use Policy

This project proposal represents the final recommendations for both proposed land uses and contex-
tual areas within the site. This section graphically shows in detail the decisions and designation of land
uses. The sections are subdivided into three areas, which are separated based on the areas location
in reference to the Kent Creek Branches. These branches create natural divisions, and each section
has very distinctive characteristics represented in land uses.

1.5.1. Section 1: This area includes Central Avenue to Safford Road. This section is located north of
the North Branch of Kent Creek. The overall characteristics of the context section is represented by
commercial and mixed use residential land uses.

1.5.2. Section 2: This area includes Safford Road to Cunningham Road. This section is located be-
tween the north and the South Branch of Kent Creek. The overall characteristics of this section is rep-
resented by existing uses with in-fill residential and in-fill commercial opportunities.

1.5.3. Section 3: This area includes Cunningham Road to the Rock River. This section is south of
South Branch of Kent Creek with an abrupt land use change which provides distinctive character to this
area. The overall characteristics of this section is represented by existing agriculture with light industry
and commercial uses scattered along the Corridor.

1.6 Corridor Beautification

The Corridor beautification initiative includes right-of-way enhancements with landscape buffer treat-
ments, signage aesthetics, and possible bikeway connections. These elements provide recommenda-
tions towards a cohesive and successful Corridor development.

1.7  Protect of Natural Features and Open Spaces

The protection of natural features and open spaces is a goal developed within the report. The Corridor
contains significant amounts of natural areas and open space features. New development along the
roadway can have an impact on the surrounding natural uses. To address these issues this section
provides supplemental recommendations to preserve natural features, through the development of:
Linear Open Space, Landscape Ordinance Requirements, Land Conservation Techniques and Protec-
tion of Existing Natural Buffers.
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